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Returning to normal 

ORE of most cnrouraRing iigns of Ibc rountrvH slow /rinrn 
>o u lilt incicas'in^ aiNcrlMcnc^s of ihr ^iinw^-tg _r. nun 

J oj many years tJuTKi^csi uiburia^ in ihc land jysicmatically icfu* 
j.cd 10 maVe rulings ihat could bring i( inio conHici wuh ilic govern* 
menL During the last twelve months, however, it has ahandontd 
these extra-legal inhibitions and is now concerning itself more with 
tfs principal last, which is to do everything it can to cnsuic that the 
law is properly Inierp.cted and obeyed. The Court’s ability to maVe 
its rulings pievaJ) are, naturally, limiied ■ — IIVc the Pope the Supre- 
me Court has few battalioru at its disposal — and where its v. ill runs 
countet to that of the government, the government will uin. But In 
this consiani lug-ofwar »},« Supreme Court’s moral foictwm be ex-, 
pected to prevail In the end. V • • •' - • ’ 

In every country of the world where governments aecopt legal" 
restfictions to their riciions, confliet, between the cxerutivi- ;,nrf ihe 
courts are a pctmvuicm f^ct of life. When a court's fulmgs displease 
it, a government can appeal, and usually is able to call (ui lawyers 
with a fonnivlable VnAiNsUdge of the arguments for the govri luneiu’s 
case that arc provided by the law. But jf In the end the .’^ufircme 
Court decides that the government m'lsl cc^ise m desist in us rourte . 
i Rn^he 7 s.ac(ningn\ iriusrobey. iTrcie >s no partirulat hmniHaiion 
in tins, it js simply Hie uay umre ptoblcms are decided iti any dc* 
mocratic, law-abiding state. 

The Atgentlne gosenunent has not yet accepted* the .’Supreme 
Court’s right to tell it, how the law should be applied. Tliis 5s not 
su;p;5s)/)g. The .irmed forces looV power in a country wircre the 
I'loUn bacVfd condition of the judiciary was one of n»« tnosi dra- ' 
matic chatacieiiMics of the c/ists desiioying it. But now, almost 
• ihiee years after N.^nloral Reorgantrailon began, the Swpieme Court 
ts grfiing to its feet sinc e again. This (s a matttt of historic imp/irinn- -7 
re f{>r Argentina, and it is thanVs to the selfless actions of ihc armed ’ 
SCI \ ices that it is h.ippening. • - 

The cases pitring, ihe Supreme Court and others against the go- • 
''CMMuent or ccrt.nn blanches of it are net in themselves of funda- . 
menial impoftanre. The uay they ate resolved will not affect cor^sii- 
lunonal procedure iti Argentina. What they wilt affect, tiowcvcr. is 
the speed and effrctiveness with which an important pfiasc of Na- ' 
tional Rrorgamration is rraversed. If Argcmina is ever to irturn to ! 
the ••normaluy it has so rarely known in ment decades, ihc fmal ^ 
decisions of the Supirme Court will prevail over the gover mneni’s ^ 
mterpretaiions of tls own interests as a matter of course. 

The reasserrion of the Supreme Court is the fcasserrton of an ethi- 
cal apptoach to the conriiciT arising in Atgtniine society. One of the I 
principal reasons for the iniliiaty’s assunmimn of powgy w'nT the dis- . • 
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